This feature in the dentist's character is commendable.
It stimulates him to greater perfection, and still greater as he understands that there is no such thing as absolute perfection; everything must go on and improve for ever.
In accordance with these remarks, I wish to advance one step more in the manner of filling teeth, as I have no fear of the dentists becoming wearied of the subject.
The use of gold foil appears to prove itself superior for filling teeth, but it is difficult of manipulation, as the least moisture spoils its cohesive properties. To overcome this, the patient's mouth is filled-with napkins, paper, rubber dams, propped open with corks, jack-screws, until the eyes bulge out as if in the last agonies,?and the dentist, in a nervous state at the rapid flow of saliva, knowing full well that after all his work of preparation he is likely to lose a good filling before he can finish it, as it will take an hour. It is to overcome these difficulties in large gold fillings, at the same time remove a tax from the patients, that will bring more than many thanks for the dentist.
I now speak of large gold fillings. Foil will always be used in small fillings of ten or fifteen minutes, but when it comes to a half hour, the system I shall propose is preferable. In finishing the filling do so from the centre of the filling towards the surrounding walls, as it spreads the gold over the thin line of the oxide. The antagonizing of the teeth will also spread the gold. Still there will be little danger of decomposition, as it is but a film, and preserves bone verv well.
Whatever defect occurs to a filling of this kind is from the exterior. In the manner your three gold fillings are inserted at one sitting, with but little trouble to your patient, and the satisfaction to the dentist that he has inserted solid gold rilling that will stand the test of time, with but one napkin. In tha case of incisors, bicuspids, or any of the front teeth where the cavity is arc-shaped and cutting edge is required, it will be safer to drill a small hole through that part of the filling where, when it comes in contact with the cavity of the tooth, a shallow hole can be drilled into the tooth that will not endanger it, or give the patient much pain, of two or three threads; than tap the end of a gold wire the size of the hole in the filling, and screw it in gently. After the oxide has hardened, cut it off and finish. Such a filling will stay, and stand to cut in molars. Where it would be deemed necessary, two screws can be inserted. In this way a large gold filling can be inserted in a useful third molar of the lower jaw. 
